
Sunday, June 23  ·  Welcome Reception

6:30 – 9:30 PM 
Royal BC 
Museum

PERFORMANCE ANSWER Drumming Group 
All Nations Strong Women for 
Education and Reconciliation 

Royal BC Museum 
Entrance

OPENING REMARKS Chief Ron Sam 
Tracey Herbert
Honourable Minister Scott Fraser 
Professor Jack Lohman cbe  
Sébastien Goupil

3rd floor, Our Living 
Languages Exhibit

PERFORMANCE Art Napoleon   
Musical Performance

3rd floor, Our Living 
Languages Exhibit

Monday, June 24  ·  Morning Schedule

7:00 – 8:30 AM Breakfast Foyer, Level 1 + 2

8:30 – 9:00 AM
Victoria 

Conference 
Centre

WELCOME Tracey Herbert FPCC
Chief Ron Sam and  
Songhees Language Team
HELISET Choir
Regional Chief Terry Teegee

Carson Hall, Level 2 

9:00 – 10:30 AM

  �KEYNOTE PRESENTATION Perry Bellegarde,  
AFN National Chief

Carson Hall, Level 2

  �PANEL DISCUSSION  
Topic: State Investment in Languages 
Moderators: Cynthia Jensen-Fisk & Tracey Herbert

Rawinia Higgins
Honourable Minister Carolyn Bennett 
Laurel Nash

10:30 – 11:00 AM Break Foyer, Level 1 + 2

11:00 AM–12:30 PM  
Concurrent 
Breakout  
Sessions

  �How Might Emerging Digital Technology Connect 
Whānau and Hapū Throughout the World to their 
Cultural and Environmental Heritage

Hema Wihongi Lecture 
Theatre

Floor Level 1

  �Open Session: Storytelling and Sharing Host: Chief Ron Ignace Saanich 1

  �Indigenous Languages, Interpreters and Translators in 
the Accusatory Criminal Justice System in the State of 
Guerrero, Mexico

Rubina Espinoza Saanich 2

  �huʔacaʔapniš ciqy̓akckʷakʔi yaqʷiimit hiškʷiiʔatḥ: (We 
are) Bringing Back Hesquiaht Ancestral Language: 
Stories and Insights from Year 1 of our 4 New 
ḥiḥiškʷiiʔatḥa Mentor-Apprentice Teams

chuutsqa Layla Rorick &  
Co-Presenters

Oak Bay 1

  �Semente. The generation of the 1,000 springs more Sara Rey & Thais Núñez Oak Bay 2

  �A: Language Revitalization at the Royal BC Museum   
B: Archive-based research for revitalization

A: Lucy Bell, Lou-Ann Neel  
& Brooke Albers  
B: Gabriela Perez-Baez

Esquimalt

  �Planning for Language Fluency TE,LI,MET,ŦTEN Glenn Jim  
& ḥiikuusiinapšił Victoria Wells Carson B

Floor Level 2

  �Creating Adult Speakers With Root-Words Brian Maracle & Jordan Brant Carson C

  �
A: Journey into Language and Technology 
B: An Open Source Predictive Text Input Method  
for Indigenous Languages

A: Loretta Todd, Colin Van Loon, 
Monca Peters, Caroline Old Coyote 
B: Marc Durdin & Eddie  
Antonio Santos

Colwood 1

  
�A: Learning Lessons in Creating Content for Children’s 
Indigenous Language Books  B: Digital strategies for 
preserving and disseminating intangible heritage in Mexico

A: Sam Hill 
B: Ernesto Miranda

Colwood 2



Monday, June 24  ·  Afternoon Schedule

12:30 – 1:30 PM Lunch Crystal Gardens

1:30 – 3:00 PM

  �KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
The Fabric Of Hawaiian Medium Education for 
Hawaiian Revitalization

Dr. Larry Kimura Carson Hall, Level 2

  ��PANEL DISCUSSION  
Topic: Nation-Wide Planning/Large Initiatives 
Moderator: Tracey Herbert

Ernesto Miranda
Kahtehrón:ni Iris Stacey
Oliver Loode

3:00 – 3:30 PM Break Foyer, Level 1 + 2

3:30 – 5:00 PM 
Concurrent 
Breakout  
Sessions

  �Topic: Music and Language TWIN FLAMES & SILLA Lecture 
Theatre

Floor Level 1

  �A: Denesuline Language Revitalization Through  
Land-Based Healing  
B: Land Based Learning, Language & Culture

A: Jessie Sylvestre ejeredeséche 
hots & Lynda Minoose łue chok 
túé hots  
B: Karen Morin & Gloria Greyeyes

Saanich 1

  �NEȾOLN̲EW̱ ‘One mind, one people’: Researching 
innovations in adult language learning through 
collaborative community-university partnerships

Dr. Onowa McIvor &  
Community Partners

Saanich 2

  �A: Sîsen or using technology to kuru or build awareness 
of our KHOE languages and to create opportunities for  
ǁkhāǁkhā or learning our languages in an African context  
B: Circle of Indigenous Languages

A: Denver Breda 
B: �Charlotte Ross & Joan Greyeyes

Oak Bay 1

  �A: How to Assess Proficiency in Your Language:  
An example from Jejueo    
B: Epewtukantun: Acting out Mapuche language

A: Sejung Yang 
B: Arturo Ahumada

Oak Bay 2

  �Making Way for Indigenous Languages in the City: 
The View from New York

Daniel Kaufman Esquimalt

  �Language Digitization: Re-transformation:  
(In)digitizing Knowledge and Creating  
New Opportunities 

Kevin Perkins, Lindsey Louis, 
Sarah Dupont, Erica  
Hernandez-Reid & Gerry Lawson 

Carson  
Salon A

Floor Level 2

  �Enseigner la langue innue; un apprentissage Yvette Mollen Carson  
Salon B

  ��A:  The Emergence of Indigenous Language  
Digital Activism in Latin America   
B: The Endangered Languages Project: Connecting 
people, knowledge, and resources to strengthen 
languages worldwide

A: Eddie Avila & Janet  
Chavez Santiago 
B: Anna Belew

Carson  
Salon C

  �Making Spaces for Language in the Home Through 
Consciousness Application Strategies

Michelle Whitstone &  
Dr. Kevin wâsakâyâsiw Lewis

Colwood 1

  �Between Extinction and Hope: Revitalizing Indigenous 
Languages and Cultures, Reclaiming Indigenous 
Knowledge, and Reasserting Indigenous Identity

Maung Nyeu Colwood 2

5:00 – 7:00 PM Break

7:00 – 9:00 PM
MONDAY EVENING FILM SCREENING  
S G̲aawaay K̲'uuna (Edge of the Knife) and Our First Voices

Lecture Theatre, 
Floor Level 1

SCHEDULE IS SUBJEC T TO CHANGE . PLE A SE CHECK THE CONFERENCE APP AND VENUE SIGNAGE REGUL ARLY FOR UPDATES.



Tuesday, June 25  ·  Morning Schedule

8:00 – 9:00 AM Breakfast Foyer, Level 1 + 2

9:00 – 10:30 AM

  �KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
Nuk’wan’tual’. K’al’an’, ptinusem (help each other, listen, 
reflect) Naming and overcoming the challenges that 
emerges in Indigenous Language Revitalization

Dr. Lorna Williams Carson Hall, Level 2

  �PANEL DISCUSSION  
Topic: Youth Involvement in Language Revitalization 
Moderator: Lou-Ann Neel

Skil Jaadee White
Gisele Martin

10:30 – 11:00 AM Break Foyer, Level 1 + 2

11:00 AM–12:30 PM  
Concurrent 
Breakout  
Sessions

  ��Himalayan New York: Indigenous Language 
Resurgence in the North American Diaspora

Pasang Sherpa & Mark Turin Lecture 
Theatre

Floor Level 1

  � Open Session: Storytelling and Sharing Host: Cynthia Jensen Fisk Saanich 1

  ��A: Language and Culture Revitalization through 
Indigenous Literacies 
B: Akweniki: I Can Do — CEFR Oneida Style

A: Bonnie J Maracle & 
Kanerahtahere Michelle Davis
B: Mary Joy Elijah & Maureen Smith

Saanich 2

  ��L'nuimk: Bringing Culture in the Classroom through  
a Holistic Approach to Assessment and Learning.

Blaire Gould & Jarrett Laughlin Oak Bay 1

  ��Building Language in all Directions	 Dr. Kathryn Michel &  
Dr. Janice E. Billy

Oak Bay 2

  ��Strategizing a 5-Year Plan Towards Language 
Revitalization— Reflecting on 1 Year of  
Implementation

Kahtehrón:ni Iris Stacey, 
Kahsennénhawe Jacobs & 
Tsohahí:io Lauren Deom

Esquimalt

  ���Planning for Language Revitalization Across Domains First Peoples' Cultural Council Carson  
Salon A

Floor Level 2

  ��Experiencias de revitalización, uso y desarrollo de  
los idiomas mayas en Guatemala

Pascual Sol Solis & Simri Eliazar 
Ical Asig

Carson  
Salon B

  � Panel of Elders: Elders and Language Revitalization John Elliott, Dr. Lorna Williams, 
Richard Kistabish, Violet 
Gellenbeck

Carson  
Salon C

  �Re-claiming and Revitalizing Secwepemc Story  
though language and images

Dr. Marianne Ignace &  
Chief Ron Ignace

Colwood 1

  ��A: asonamākēwin: A Cultural Process in Language 
Curriculum Development 
B: Working with Post-Secondary Programming for 
Community Mobilization & Language Revitalization

A: Angelina Weenie
B: Dr. Suzanne Urbanczyk &  
Co-Presenters

Colwood 2

12:30 – 1:30 PM Lunch Crystal Gardens

BREAKOUT SESSION THEMES

 Community Mobilization 
  Influencing Institutions & Strategies To Do So    Celebrating Leaders & Storytellers 

  
 Language Revitalization in Urban Communities & Learning Away From Home    Tech & Research Policy Protocols



Tuesday, June 25  ·  Afternoon Schedule

12:30 – 1:30 PM Lunch Crystal Gardens

1:30 – 3:00 PM

  �KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
Issues with Māori Sovereignty over Māori  
Language Data	

Dr. Te Taka Keegan Carson Hall, Level 2

  ��PANEL DISCUSSION  
Topic: Technology in Indigenous Language 
Revitalization 
Moderator: Gerald Lawson

Marc Durdin
Loretta Todd
Daniel Yona

3:00 – 3:30 PM Break Foyer, Level 1 + 2

3:30 – 5:00 PM 
Concurrent 
Breakout  
Sessions

  � Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga'a Dance Group Wal-aks Keane Tait Lecture 
Theatre

Floor Level 1

  ��Developing and Replicating a Proven Fluency  
Transfer System

LaRae Wiley &  
Christopher Parkin

Saanich 1

  ��The 11 Official Languages in South Africa: 
Implementation and Challenges

Paul Nkuna Saanich 2

  ���A: hɛhewšɩn, moving forward 
B: Momíyelhtel: Learning from Each Other through 
Digital Stories and Community Collaborations

A: Betty Wilson, Randy Timothy 
& Devin Pielle
B: Gracie Kelly & Sabrina Trimble

Oak Bay 1

  ��Language Nests; Starting Young Sekwaw Matthew Oak Bay 2

  �A: Utilizing Miromaa dictionary database for Resource 
creation and language learning 
B: Cree-ating Coders — create community- based 
language resources using free apps, web-based  
resources, radio and robotics

A: Marilyn Shirt, Tina Wellman,  
& Janell Stick
B: Denise Desjardins &  
Calinda Duquette

Esquimalt

  �Technology and data considerations for online  
language revitalization

FPCC: FirstVoices Carson  
Salon A

Floor Level 2

  ��Survival of indigeneity in Cuba: Language,  
culture and identity

Jaime Gomez Triana Carson  
Salon B

  ��Community-based Indigenous Language Activism: 
Learnings Across Continents  

Oliver Loode Carson  
Salon C

  ��SX̱IÁM ȽTE I QELOM,QEMSET TŦE SENĆOŦENs E 
TŦE W̱UĆISTENEK̲ ȽTE: Our Language Reclamation 
Story and Ensuring the continued language growth of 
our L2 SENĆOŦEN teachers.

PENÁĆ – David Underwood,  
Tye Swallow &
SX̱EDŦELISIYE – Renee Sampson

Colwood 1

  �Spirituality & the Indigenous Brain: An Exploration  
of Indigenous Language Revitalization and the 
Impacts of Colonially-Induced Trauma upon Language 
Processing Regions of the Indigenous Brain  

John Rampanen Colwood 2

5:00 – 6:00 PM Break

6:00 – 9:00 PM EVENING EVENT Friendship Dance
SILLA Throat Singers 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE by 

TWIN FLAMES

Crystal Gardens



Wednesday, June 26  ·  Schedule

7:30 – 8:30 AM Breakfast Foyer, Level 1 + 2

8:30 – 10:00 AM 
Concurrent 
Breakout  
Sessions

  � Preserving the Indigenous Language Through  
Arts and Media	

Louise BigEagle &  
Bronte BigEagle

Lecture 
Theatre

Floor Level 1

  � Open session: Spanish-friendly storytelling/sharing Host: Janet Chavez Santiago
Co-host: Kathryn Lacerte

Saanich 1

  ��In the Footsteps of Our Shxweli Elders,  
Community Halq'emeylem Immersion

Dr. Lolehawk Laura Buker, 
Elizabeth Phillips, Willow Mussell, 
Kai Thompson, and Elder 
Siyamiyateliyot 

Oak Bay 1

  ��Sharing Our Story: Experiences from an 
Intergenerational Kanien’kéha (Mohawk)  
Immersion Program for Families

Karihwakátste Cara Deer & 
Ieronhienhá:wi Tatum McComber

Oak Bay 2

  ��Team-Based Mentor Apprentice Model: The  
human dynamics of creating conversationally  
proficient speakers

Jacob Manatowa-Bailey Esquimalt

  ��Kadalkkoodam: A school for protecting coastal 
language — kadappora paasai and Indigenous and  
Local Knowledge (ILK) of Mukkuvar in South India

Johnson Jament & Lisba Yesudas Carson  
Salon A

Floor Level 2

  ��The 1,000 Hour Programs: A window into the Syilx 
Language House adult fluency program

Dr. Michele Johnson &  
Sheri Stelkia

Carson  
Salon B

  ��A: Using Radio, Multi-Media and Open Source 
Technology as Tools for Language Revitalization 
B: Using Technology to Reclaim My Great- 
Grandfather’s Voice

A: Graham Gillies &  
Bella Alphonse 
B: Nathan Rowbottom

Carson  
Salon C

  � Iitl dlaa tlaats sang salaanaa aa t'alang kil 'laagang - 
After us the language will keep going

Skil Jaadee White & Amelia Rea Colwood 1

  ��Language Revitalization Best Practices in the  
21st Century

Rongo Wetere Colwood 2

10:00 –10:30 AM Break Foyer, Level 1 + 2

10:30 – 12:30 PM

  �KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
Understanding the Tension Between Indigenous 
Communities Education Aspirations and Language 
Education Policy		

Dr. Kevin Lowe Carson Hall, Level 2

  ����PANEL DISCUSSION  
Topic: Urban/diaspora: learning away from home 
Moderator: Dr. Lorna Williams

Daniel Kaufman
Pasang Sherpa
Eddie Avila

       �CLOSING REMARKS 
Co-Chairs of UNESCO IYIL North American  
and Arctic Regional Meeting 
Thank you  /  HÍSW̱KE HALE SIÁM

Grand Chief Ed John  
& Ali Keskitalo
Tracey Herbert

12:30 – 1:30 PM Lunch — Grab & Go Foyer, Level 1 + 2

SCHEDULE IS SUBJEC T TO CHANGE . PLE A SE CHECK THE CONFERENCE APP AND VENUE SIGNAGE REGUL ARLY FOR UPDATES.


